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Evangelical Charter 


A Statement issued by the World’s Evangelical Alliance 
(British Organisation) om the occasion of its Centenary, 1947 


In.view of the progress of the GBcumenical Movement and in the light of the formation 
of the World Council] of the Churches, the Executive Council] of the World’s Evangelical 
Alliance feels it is desirable to issue the following statement, setting forth the basic 
and fundamental! position of the Alliance and expressing its aims, objects and methods. 


. The foundation purpose of the Alliance is not to unite Churches (as such), 


but to demonstrate and foster that unity of spirit which already exists as a reality 
between all true Christians. The motto of the World's Evangelical Allianc 

fact: “ We ARE one body in Christ.” wet En Such 
unity of spirit needs a body in which to be The World's Bvangelicai Alliance — 
humbly believes that tt meets that demand and supplies that need. . 
Cpinions may differ both as to et 
in the Church of thie Alliance has no wish to dictate in such matters. It 
the essential difference between uniformity and unity. For one hundred 
years it has sought not to Sreak denominations, but to break down denominational bar- 
riers of the spirit separating Christians from fellowship one with another. As a result 
of its witness multitudes of Christian people, both in this country and in other lands, 
have discovered unity of spirit, fellowship in worship and practical brotherly love, which 


have overridden differences of external Church membership, whilst in no way creating 


disloyalty to that branch of the Church to which they belong. 


The Alliance rejoices tO see the ever increasing spirit of co-operation between the 
Churches that is resulting from the growing understanding between individual Chris- 


tians. It believes that this is the right preparation for union of Churches, rather then 


a uniformity foreed upon Church denominations as a result of conferences 


-between Church leaders. As the Worid’s Evangelical Alliance is an Alliance not of 


Churches (or Church Societies), but of individual Christians, its relationship with the 
World Council of Churches is clear. The World Council of Churehes may (as some 


believe} have come inio existence partly as a result of the prayers and witness of the 

World’s Evangetical Alliance, but its objective is diferent. It exists for the purpose of 

calling together official representatives\of all Christian Churches that they may discuss 

p:ans for the Reunion of Christendom,' and act together in present co-operation against 


- 


7 


> 
4 
j 


te 


Egp 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 
the forces of evil. This difference of objective provides a sufficient answer Goth to these 
who may think they see in the World Council rival to the 
Council. 
that the World Council of Churches has as its witimate objective the 
World's Evangelical Alliance knows that reunion with Rome is precluded | 
insistence on terms of “absolute surrender.” Unies, therefore, 
| revolution in both the doctrine and practice of Romanism the 
reunion is not only impossible, but undesirable. Rome stands for a 
which puts a between man and God, and declares that there 
the pure Gospel of Christ and shuts multitudes out of the Kingdom of 
| which is at complete variance with all for which Evangelicaliem stands, 
Evangelical Alliance believes that Evangelicalism and Sacerdotalism are 
its long history the World’s Evangelical Alliance has been the champion 
BS. *y, whilst the Roman Catholic Charch has been its opponent fm this. 
History of the Alliance—“ Goodly Fellowship” contains the record of such 
how powerful has been its influence in such matters and how effec- 
4 with courageous determination, can be. Again and again email 
hes have been enabled to exist and develop as a direct result of the 
Alliance om their behalf against Roman domination and persecution. 
believes that part of its most important work is to continue to help 
aldensian Church in [taly and the Evangelical Churches in Greece. 
if in disagreement with the World Council] of Churches, which would ; 
mise a common Protestanism with these smaller groups. The Wor)d 
verity, believes that it is the duty of ai/ Christian Churches to co- 
mt time and form ® united front against the common enemies =  __.. 
Rationalism. Whilst recognising this sincerity and the seriousness of ~ 
7 psent confronting the Christian Churches, the World’s Evangelical 
wisdom of a forced or outward union where no real unity of spirit 
f alliance of any description with Romé. Let theni rather preach 
Christ in all its soul-saving power, and in so doing, by using weapons 
error infidelity. Protestants beware of allying themselves 
with whom they have no real unity of 
t the advance of Com 
Column, can be the most dangerous enemy 
licism, with. its corruption to 
st than Communism. Residence in Roman 
buncils of the Churches face the fact that the 
a Church. 
bates the closer unity of Protestanism, and 
l Evangelicals. It believes that here in real 
» and not in an outward uniformity (a 
against insuperable difficulties), lies the 
preach the Gospel of Free and Full 
y and persistency. There lies the way 
oric This is the outstanding aim and 
r its national and international associations. 
30 
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Whilst realising non-essential points’ of Christian doctrine 
which Us! 1 of the Alliance 
and obedience 
through the 
are many 
| 
contains 
and which can 
Was turned 
peace thts 
been shipwrecked and 
the Christian Gospél really 
Modern. and Modernism 
ic. hes been proved 
comfort to the broken- 
Bvangetical Alitance 
for each and every one . 
t the Authority of Hoi 
World's Evangelica) mee of 
tion with fellow-believers in is world- 
organisation capable of rapid 
ions. As it enters upon the sa its 
Secretaries in this country Branches 
other countries overseas. 
ty rallying centre for 
Churches and between Evangelical 
Prayer moves the Hand that rules the 
| The Universal Week of Prayer has Ov 
blessing for ¢ hundred years, and the Council of the Alliance 
imereasingty fruitful. Under Gog the Alliance : 
Religious Liberty, and to defend the Faith air 
practice. Tt issues @ call to all Evangelicals in 
call to pray, a call to witness to the powet é ef 
character and service, and call to cru 
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have received a further £2,486 2s 
3 S24, provisanly reported, brings the tctal tothe ead of March 
; of our members and subscribers will rejoice that the first £10,000 
: y, Thanksgiving Fund has been secured. We now commence 
d Pounds. As we work, and trust and 
peived since November S0th-are gives hereunder’ 
| Brides’ Mies Ellen XM. otton 1 of Churches. 
Board. B. ¥ A. 
at Mies E. A. 
Major 0. P ~¥ Barlow. Cana 
F 1 of 


| 
ay Res. J. C. Marek. J. Lae 

re Sire. 


WHITSUNDAY, 
1947 


Prepared by the Chaplain General to the Forces by request of the- 
World's Evangelical Alliance (British Orgarisation), by whom it is issued 


Call United Prayer 


fever of wor hei we are finding 
difficult to throw off the after-effects. 


We are being urged to work harder, to produce more, to consume 


less, to endure hardship, to postpone personal freedom and to submit 
to controls. 


respond to our utmost. 


But our people have been much exhorted, Tittle rested and hard 


driven. Their hopes have been long deferred. Many, especially 
the housewives and older folk, are weary. We are short of manpower, 
and there are no reinforcements. | 


from our accustomed place in the councils of the Nations. 


Are we self-sufficient ? Have we enough powér of ourselves to 
help ourselves? 


77 j } 
are asked print im full, with view 
to the widest possible response. Clergy. | 
Ministers, etc., are vequested to read the 
appeal from their pulpits on Whitsunday. 
— | May 25th, and al] Christians are asked to. 
- ase of the Cali to Prayer through 
- worship in the home. | 
4 
7 
| 
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EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 


We ask you this Whitsuntide to place your reliance upon an 


Appeal, not'to our people but to God. There is more strength in 


Gan cor prope. 


We may humbly believe that He has further use for us. God has 
given to our Nation a place and function in the world out of all 
proportion to our numbers. He has saved us in two great wars for 
something better than domestic stress. He is not now afflicting us 


- beyond: our_need to learn that our help does not lie in men, but in 


God. God-power, not manpower, is the source of it. 


~ ‘There will be mercy in hard circumstances if they turn us, 
who can goad ourselves no further, towards the sure springs of 

fresh vitality which are in God. 
An Appeal to God seems t6 us'the right, the timely and the hope- 


But we must not appeal to God as men who want more 
prosperous times and think it is God's office to hasten them. 


The first Whitsunday tells us plainly that God is able and very 


willing to empower men, but that He gives His power to His purposes. 


and His Holy Spirit to those who serve Him. His Spirit is not given 


to-other purposes or persons, for God will not war against Himself. - 


 SWhiitanatide does not promise or recall a general refreshment of - 
national morale. It commemorates only the advent of a definite and 
_ powerful factor in that result . . . the sending of the Holy Spirit to 


the Christian Community, the Birthday of the Church. 


We must appeal to God with a single eye and no ulterior motive: 


as men who wish to serve and obey- Him for His own sake. We 


must ask for His help as men who wish to take an active part in His — 


Plan for the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, as 


i 

| 
ful course. 
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EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 

? That was the way . . . an active part in His plan. 

A few whose hearts and wills were fixed upon the Risen Christ were 
by The Spirit suddenly persuaded what to do. They began with 
great power to witness to His continuing Presence, and they won 
three thousand souls on that one day (Acts ii. 41). 


That is always the way . . . every member of The Body an 
active Witness. The new-born Christian Community acting as the 
vigorous Body of Christ, every member active, changed the dark 
world of the First Century. They became its leaven, light and salt. 
Such new-born Christian Communities have done it since, and this 
renewal of the earthly Body of the unwearying Christ is still The 
Way of renewing the tired body of mankind. 


For some time and in many Christian consciences the word. 
Evangelise ! Evangelise ! has been forming with the insistence 
of a Message to the Churches and a Call to all God's servants every- 
where. 

The time has come to make this Voice articulate and sound the 
Call. 


Let us this Whitsuntide appeal to God to send to us the Spirit 
-of Witness to our Lord, that first of all the Christian Community | 
and every member of it go forth to witness. 


- - ~- ~~ Then we believe that we shall find, as the original disciples 

i  found,'a joyous welcome for our Message of grace and strength 

F abounding in the Christ, and that the Lord will add day by day to 

i our number those whom He is saving to redeem these times (Acts iii. 44) 

nations. 

30, Bedford Place, London, W.C.1. 
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EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 
The good wishes and Empire t© a Royal appeal to 
Nation go out to H.R. 
whe st birthday I welcome the 
Monday, April Zist. The to all the peoples of the British 
to come to an end, for and Empire, we 
on the me 
Crown tind you alt the 
| 
K 
monwealth owes a deep debt : for me, but it is also 
our future Quee with all its thaller 
~ ne there are 
ber i the world who are 
of ber bome life , and I am. deer 
who have pre 
a home with an at « 
vig ai not 6.600 mi 
where the fear of God 
and has become the I have travelled i 
| Africa and Rhoc 
, who has shared arid I have been mye Ea 
the full burden of people and made to | 
ve so devotedly our lives. 
the Royal Toar, | 4i- ia 
, and has devoted her | | 


of 


Es he 


Before I 
to know 
a my f&& 
the 
thinking 
and women w 
time as myself 
World War 
of 
y 
to 
great 


to regard as our future Queen, and who comes to years of full womanhood 
laden with the thanks as well as the blessing and the affection of us all. 
May she live long, and may she find, in her turn, the happy life of marriage, 


family and home of which her parents have furnished their 


and 


—Sunday Times. 
| 


in ight 
ity 
read im the | 
William Pitt | 
i by her exert 
¢ her example. 
* “ But in our time we may 
= British Empire has saved the 
‘ has now to save itself after the 
| I think that is an even finer { 
tA ‘‘ The Royal Tour, so soon to come to an end, has dome more than can 
even now be calculated to make the Crown a personal bond of unity, rather 
; than an impersonal focus of dissension, in the Union of South Africa, 
a drawing together all races and classes both there and in the territories to ~ 
a the aorth; and to this happy outcome Princess Elizabeth herself has con- 
- tributed in more than due proportion. For with the strength and experience 
+3 af a girl she has shared with the King and Queen the full burden of journeys 
a and engagements, conversations and ceremonies, that they have so devotedly 
and triumphantly borne. 
To Their Majesties and their daughters the whole Commonwealth owes 
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EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 
| 
made even more severe by all that we had ‘to pos am See 
endure there from our enemies during the war. and dangers 
| which overshadow it ‘ 
Prayer for Britain Yours 
Nothing has moved me more than to hear, Bexwert, Catventsy of Baaprosy, 
as I did in church » few Sundays ago, a South Dar YxGtow, Eston, Hawxev. 
African pengregation up & prayer which Rocuester, Beavvore pe Lane, W. G 
stirred me so deeply that I have kept a copy Dover, Ivon Beacucnamr, Anovs 
of it. It went as Watson, pe Covrecy. BR. W. 
“*O Lord, Father, Moors, Hucn 
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EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 
men to tackle, and to make their and if we 
a population of more than 8,060, our Che 
4 ihe many Evangelistic Missic 
im London and many parts of 
fand Ireland) are 
m the light widely 
on bvangeli issued by 
of 
: that the C 
| effort if t 
spiritual ur 
fe fear ¢ 
Churche 
nd ead 
Day of Re 
the reason 
the answer dc 
themselves. 
the of thes 
hurch wors 
to 
Pra 
on 
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ce of th 
made to 
; both ve 
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to be won for 
named to give it 
as preachers 
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as Christians have a ponsibility, 
3 which we cannot _— — br more of their 
betraying the confidence members of t 
| mage with that of 
on 
ve been endea vouring 
| Protestants in this count 
to emigrate to one of 
| and to this end communic 
Canada, South Africa and 
Our Baltle Another cri 
end Estenien of the Brit 
Beethren the Al 
| tioned is ¢ deputation to 
. be terrible) was received 
assurances con- 
huas can the Government in 
believe this 
the 
unsatisfactory, sir 
i; much in thé 
put there is 
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= yet Z 
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EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM | 
Palestine § This one word tith « 
wealth of thought and 
im which every true Christian must be bers of 
pert. “ Pray for the peace of at 
prayer without faith anc address 
to avail much. As we | ia 
to remember that the < nm by 
of Orthodox jews in this what 
believe elsewhere), whether t to be. 
Or not, in their attitude to F always 
i not to be a 
s inheritance services of the 
the Divine promises in the : 
also that the Holy Land is ee 
twined in the Jewish faith the K 
to all was on 
duty. he to the 
them 
errelated i 
earth.”’ 
a letter fre 
in which 
bat a group 
_ Matters stand at the prese the 
share his view that the ai of the London oF 50 
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EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 
* we ——— service, and it took aboat 
hours. 
my, Our 

Jorld Dominion 
in 
ms of common 

4 on invitations 
the week, and appointed one Deacon to be the 
i leader each day. But when it was the school pooling-of resources. and economy 
day. my wife was their leader When I say would follow. parts of the 
who come every day by approach. would 
. The L.M:S. Printing Press here in Samoa respond by the very freshness of the a 
WY sends Gut copies of the Week of Prayer Topics , Unoceupied fields overseas could be 
‘= translated into Samoan, to all churches in good reached Ge ee the 

: time, and the leader and preachers each day Christian Church be fired. Against such | 
a follow the gaily programme. @ prospect sectional interests seem weak.’’ 

a la Senden Out His We and 
ia e a details of Interdenominational 

and a reading from the Bible, and Pellowehig which’ 

who were appointed prayed. Then all Evangelical sections of the 

| another ‘hymn, and two preachers preached. tc uphold ‘the task of world evangelisation. 
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Universal Week 


Tt is not too early to remind all readers th 
the first compi-t> week of each new year, 


January 4th, to Sunday, January | ith. 


desirable, and we ask that in the Mission 
\ may be arranged for in time to 


. 
on ~ 


of Prayer, 1948 

at the Universal Week of Prayer, : 

Early arrangements for local united are 
them to Missionaries and | 
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and Spiritual Reviv 
By the Rev. F. CHALMERS ROGERS, M.A.. Chairman, 


Congregational Union of England and Wales. 
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may learn to 
thing in all | 
Lord did to 
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Christian way the light and | 
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prayer 

as the sperit m which prayer.” 

f Need of Right 

Human Relati 
elatic 
Baptist Missionary Sesicty. 

to attitudes, and polici 
4 labouring under a sense of 
‘2 > {here is bound to be dis our Gospel. I think 
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THE FELLOWSHIP OF NATIONS. ®y the Very Rev. W. R. Matthews, I.C.V.0., 0.0., Dean of St. Paul's. 24. 


THE CHALLENGE OF THE WAR TO CHRISTIANITY AND THE CHURCHES. By Viecount Bennett, P.C. 3d. 


TRADITION 


> 


By ft. Rev. C. M. Chavesse, *1.C., D.0., Bishop of Rochester. 


_ WILLIAM TYNDAL : An Apostic of England. By the fic. Hon. Foot. 24. 


CONCERNING PROTESTANT CHRISTIANITY. ®y Profesor 
ROMAN CATHOLICISM IN ENGLAND. 24. 


WAKE UP, ENGLAND! Sy Henry Martyn Gooch. 14. 


THE PROBLEM OF ROMAN CATHOLIC INTOLERANCE. By Rev. Alexander 34. 
THE MENACE OF ROMAN CATHOLIC PROPAGANDA IN GREAT BRITAIN. 34. 


MARTIN LUTHER : His Port in the Reformation. By the tate Dean Wace. 1d. 
CHURCH OF ROME AND MIXED MARRIAGES. By Rev. 1. T. Bagnall. 24. 


THE CHURCH OF ROME IN THE MISSION FIELDS. By Canon W. P. Hires. 14. eo 
THE WONDROUS BOOK : THE SIBLE By Rev. C. M. Cheviee, D.D., Bishop of Rochester. 24. 


FAMILY PRAYERS, THE NATIONAL REVIVAL OF. By the Most Rev. Archbishop Lord Lang, and others. 24. 
_ THE CHURCH AND THE HOME. By the Rr. Rev. G. F. Cranewick, M.A, Bishop of Tasmania. 24. 


THE PLIGHT OF YOUTH. By Rev. H. R. Gough, MA. 


WORLD’S EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND THE EASTERN CHURCHES—SCRIPTURE On 
= 
MUSEUM 30 Bedterd Piace, Russell ionden, | 
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